GOP PHAN TiM HIEU VUA TU PUC QUA DU TU BIEM
VA MOT SO CHAU PHE
Tran Viet Ngac’

Vua Tu Pudc (1829-1883), huay 1a Héong Nham, sinh ngay 25
thang 8 nam Ky Suu (22/9/1829), 1a con thd hai cia vua Thiéu
Tri va Quy phi Pham Thi Hiang.""

Nha vua dé lai nhiéu vén tho nhu Ngu ché tam tdp, Thdnh
ché thi tap, T hudn luc, Ludn ngw dién ca, Viét su téng vinh,
Thép diéu dién ca, Khiém cung ky... D6 1a nhing tu liéu truc
tiép dé ching ta c6 thé tim hi€u con nguvi, tu tuéng va hanh
dong cta vua Tu Dde. Tu DPde 1a vi vua tri vi 1au nhat cta triéu
Nguyén (36 nam) va truc ti€p lanh dao cong cudc chong thuc dan
Phép. Chi hai nam sau khi nha vua bang ha, Kinh d6 Hué that
thu (5/7/1885) va Phap da dung lén vua Pong Khianh dé doi dau
v6i vua Ham Nghi.

Chinh vi vay, vua Tu DPic phdi ganh chiu trach nhiém vé su
suy vong cua nha Nguyén cling nhu cia d4t nuée, dan toc.

Nha vua nghi gi vé trach nhiém d6? Ong da ly gidi thé& nao
vé su bat luc trugc nhiém vu dé khang xam luge?... Du Tu biém
12 mot ban tu phan xét qua d6 sé gitp ching ta hiéu nha vua,
mot s6 chau phé (trich tir chau ban) sé soi sdng mot phan nhan
cach cia nha vua. D6 1a noi dung khiém ton cta bai viét nhé nay.

1. Du Ty biém duge ban hanh ngay 2 thang 6 nidm Tu Bic
thi 29 (1876), dugce in lai trong Ngu ché van tam tap, quyén thd
hai. Du dugc "bo cdo cho ca thién ha déu biét" vé:

- Nguyén nhan quan trong nao da khién nha vua that bai
trong viéc chong xam lang?

- Nha vua tu nhan 16i da dé mat "dat va dan" sdu tinh Nam
Ky.

- Nb6i vo vong cda nha vua truée tuong lai dat nudc va tu dé
nghi cach trung phat.

“ Cuu giang vién Khoa Lich st, Trusng PHSP Hué€ va Khoa Lich st, Truong PHSP
TPHCM.



1.1. Nguyén nhan quan trong nhat khién su lanh dao chéng
xam lang khong thu duge hiéu qua.

"Du rang: Tram con nhé tudi, dugc 1én ngdi bau, nho duge t6
am, nha nuéc toan thinh, viéc nuéc viéc doi chua tung dé y,
khong hiéu [TVN nhdn manh] 16i din "¢ yén phai nghi ldc nguy",
dam mé theo su vui choi..."

That vay, trong bon vi vua dau triéu Nguyén, Tu Dic lén
ngoi ldc con qud tré (18 tudi) so véi Gia Long (40 tudi), Minh
Ménh (29 tuéi) va Thiéu Tri (34 tudi). Nha vua con bi "ru ngd" 6
nam dué6i thoi vua cha (1841-1847).

Cong t¢ Hong Nham sinh ra du6i triéu Minh Ménh ldc
hoang ti Mién Tong méi 22 tudi va Quy phi Pham Thi Hing 19
tudi. Minh Ménh bing ha, hoang t Mién Toéng noéi ngdi va
Hong Nham tré thanh hoang t lic 12 tudi.

Sau nam dudi thoi vua cha chinh 1a thoi gian un dic nén vi
vua tuong lai. Tiéc thay, Thiéu Tri "von nguoi hién hoa, siéng
nang viéc nuéc nhung khong bay ra nhiing viéc méi. Moi viéc
noi tri cling nhu ngoai giao déu noi theo doi Thanh t6, mong gii
gin nhitng thanh qua dat duogc, noi tiép va hoan thién nhing
cong viéc con dé dang..."?

Vua Gia Long thong nhat dat nuéc sau gan 300 nim phan ly
(1533-1802) vi vay nha vua phai t6 chic guéng may cai tri theo
chinh sich dia phuong phan quyén. Phii gan ba thap nién sau,
Minh Ménh méi cdi t6 guong may hanh chinh dia phuong theo
chinh s4ch trung uong tap quyén: bé hai don vi hanh chinh 16n
nh4t 14 Bic Thanh va Gia DPinh Thanh, bai bd chic Tong tran;
doi tran doanh thanh tinh va d#it thém 4 tinh méi: Hung Yén,
Ninh Binh, Ha Tinh va An Giang (1831). Chuyén héa cong viéc
cai tri c4p tinh bing c4ach bd chic tran thd, luu tran ma dit tuan
vii (chinh tri), b6 chanh (tai chdnh), 4an s4t (hinh 4n), lanh binh
(quan doi), doc hoc (gido duc)... Tai trung vong, Minh Ménh thiét
lap thém cac co quan nhu Co mat vién, P6 sat vién, Ton nhon
phu...




Néu Gia Long diat nén méng cho mot qudc gia rong nhat ké
tir Ng6 Quyén dén b4ay gio thi Minh Ménh cing c¢6 va hoan thién
bd mdy cai tri cia mot dat nudc thong nhat. Chinh vi thé, Thiéu
Tri xem thiét ché cia vua cha 12 hoan chinh khong c6 gi phai
thay d6i. Pung nhu y nghia cia nién hiéu: thiéu 1a néi tiép, tiép
bude, noi theo; tri 1a thoi thdi binh thinh tri cta triéu Minh
Ménh.

Sudt thoi nién thiéu cho dén ldc 1én ngdi, hoang ti Hong
Nham khong ching kién mot bién dong quan trong nao, khong
thdy mot cdi cdach nao.

Ua thich van tho nhu vua cha, duge ba me tré cham séc, bao
boc, con trai duy nhat cia ba Tu Dii bi ru ngt dué6i thoi "thién ha
thai binh", nhu dong séong Huong troi xudi ém &, phang ling
truéec mat Kinh Thanh. D6 14 quang thoi gian quan trong nhat,
giai doan hinh thanh tinh cach cua vi vua tuong lai.

Ong khong dugc chudn bi d€ d6i phé véi "viee doi va viéc
nu6éc" day séng gi6 ma quan trong nhat l1a cudc xam ling cua
mot cudng qudc Tay phuong ma lich st dan toc chua hé trai
nghiém.

Nha vua, von 1a mot bac tham Nho, khong phdi 1a khong
biét dén 161 dan cta Khong Ta "Cu an tu nguy, cu tri tu loan"
(Luan ngit), nhung nha vua khéng hiéu tai sao phai nhu vay.
biéu kién khach quan khién nha vua khéng sao hiéu dugc moi
nguy dang rinh rap & cudi thoi "thinh tri néi dai'".

Nha vua da thiéu mot dde tinh quan trong cia nguodi diung
dau mot nuée. D6 1a tién liéu, 1a lo xa. Phuong T4y c6 ngan ngit
"Cai tri la tién liéu" (Régner, c'est prévoir). Pang lic sung tic
phai nghi dén luc d6i kém, dang lac néng bic phdi nghi dén lac
troi gid rét (Tich coc phong co, tich y phong han). Khong tién
liéu thi khi x4y ra bién c6 phai d6i ph6 mot cach thu dong, thiéu
hiéu qua.

Vua Tu DPic thi nhan: "Ca viéc tdi thi lo, ma khong gitp ich
gi cho viéc".



That vay, trong thap nién dau ¢ ngodi (1847-1857), Tu Dic
khong chuan bi gi cho cudc chong xam luge. Qudc phong, kinh
té... khong duge chan hung, gido duc tit chuong khoa ctt moi ngay
mot té.

Tiéng sing xam lugc no trude tién ¢ Pa Nang (1858) va Tu
Dic bat dau mot chudi doi phé thu dong.

Nguyén Tri Phuong cam chan dugc quan Phap & Pa Néng,
nhung khi Phap thay d6i chién luge tdn cong vao Gia DPinh
(2/1859) thi triéu dinh Hué béi roi. Chi Hoa that tha (2/1961),
Phédp tan cong Bién Hoa, chi€ém My Tho, Vinh Long. Ta Van
Phung néi day & Bac Ky. Tinh thé budoc Tu DPic phai nghi hoa
v6i Phap. Hoa uée Nham Tuat (5/6/1862) dugc ky két, thita nhan
viéc mat ba tinh mién Poéng. Vua Tu Dic khién trach Phan
Thanh Gian la "t0i nhin cia muén doi" nhung ciing danh phé
chuéan hoa uéec.

Trong nd luc chudc lai ba tinh mién Péng, Phan Thanh Gian
duoc nha vua phdi sang Paris va Madrid. Két qua 1a hoa udc
Aubaret (1864) dugc ky két. Hoa ude chua rdo muc thi tré thanh
vo hiéu vi Phap khong phé chuan. Hy vong cua Tu Ddc tré
thanh th4at vong. Phap chiém ludén ba tinh mién Tay (1867),
Phan Thanh Gian tu tu.

Su ngd nguoc cua tén lai buon Jean Dupuis & Ha Noi cho
thay su bac nhuogc ciia triéu dinh Hué. Ha Noi bi danh chiém
(1873), Nguyén Tri Phuong hy sinh. Vua Tu Buc tir that vong da
dan di dén vo vong.

Triéu dinh Hué€ chua tiing hoach dinh mot chién luge 1au dai
dé doi dau véi gidc. Tu Puc thd nhan 1a khong c6 dude "mot tru
hoach gidi hay".

Mat dat va dan Nam Ky thi 14y gi d€ bao ton Trung va Bic.
Céc diéu kién canh tan ciing khong c6 co sé kinh t& dé thuc hién.
Céac dai than Phan Thanh Gian, Nguyén Tri Phuong lan lugt
mat theo dat va thanh.

Ha Noi va cac tinh ¢ Bac Ky duge tra lai sau khi Francis
Garnier bat ngo bi tif tran nhung d6i lai triéu dinh Hué& phéai ky



hoa udc Giap Tudt (1874) thita nhan Nam Ky tif nay vinh vién
thuoc Phap va Viét Nam mat quyén cha dong ngoai giao.

Mung vi Phap thuin tra lai Ha No6i va cac tinh nhung Tu
Pic nhan ra rang dé chang phai 1a do thé& va luc cda ta.

Trong nodi vd vong cung cuc, nha vua da ban b6 du Ty biém:

"Géng guong theo muu ké& cia ngudi 1o thanh, mat ca ddt
dai va dan chiung sau tinh Nam Ky dé ciu cho khéi viéc chién
tranh va dugc an thién ha.

Co nghiép sang lap, git gin hon hai tram nam, nhat dan bo
mat, that 12 toi cta ti€u ti nay khong thé néi xiét. Du cho cé
lam dugc cong dic ciing khong thé chuoc duge toi 16i.

Huong ho, trAm lai khong cong khong ddc, chi tro mit ngdi
suong, lan lita dén ngay gia yéu...".

Chi hai ndm sau ky hoa uéc 1874, thita nhan viéc Phap
chiém ba tinh mién Tay bdy nim truéc dé (1867), vua Tu Dic
bay té véi quoc dan toi 18i ctia minh va ndi vé vong thu hoi dat
dai da mat cling nhu kha ning gin gitt 1anh thé con lai. Kho c6
mot vi quan vuong dang tai vi lai tu két toi minh mot cach
thanh kh4n nhu thé. Cing khé tim mot ddng quan vuong thd
hai d4dm bay td noi vd vong cia minh mot cach can dam va tha
thiét dén thé.

Trong quing thoi gian con lai cia doi minh, Tu Pdc tha
nhan minh chi con biét tro mdt ngéi suéng véi ndi hé then day
vo: "trong l1én cui xubng, song da khong mit mii nao, chét ciing
khong thé nhdm méit". Nhitng ai thudng 16n tiéng két toi vua Tu
Pic 12 ban nuéc, 1a dang ba tinh rdi sdu tinh Nam Ky cho giic,
hén sé suy nghi lai. Mot ké vi quyén loi riéng, ban ré quyén loi
va dat dai cha dan toc khong thé c6 nhing day vo tinh than nhu
vay, khong thé nhan toi mot cach thanh khan nhu vay.

Nha vua "muén duge cung véi cac bay toi cé 16i, cung chia sé
toi tinh, cung chiu tii nhuc" vi vdy mot khi nha vua bang ha
khong dugc dat tén thuy, nghia la khong duge tho cing vi dé la
mot ké c6 toi. Néu nhu triéu than khong tuan theo ma dit miéu
hiéu thi "hén phéach cta trAm ciing rat khong yén"!



Cung véi ndi vo vong, nha vua da tu két toi minh, tong két
cudc doi lam vua clia minh ngay khi Bic Ky va Trung Ky chua bi
gidc thon tinh.

2. Khong ai khong thira nhin Tu BPic ¢6 mot sé hoc Nho
gido uyén bac nhung da s& cho ring nha vua thiéu hiéu biét vé
dat nudec va vi giam minh trong cung cAm nén cac quyét dinh
cua nha vua thiéu co sé thuc t& va do d6 kém hiéu qua.

Mot s6 chau phé, trich ti chau ban sau day hy vong giup
ching ta hiéu nha vua hon.

2.1. Ngay 19 thang Giéng nam Tu Ddc thd 28 (1875),
Nguyén Van Tudng dang lén nha vua ban d6 Clu chau, huyén
Thanh Héa, tinh Quang Tri. Muc dich ctia vua Tu Pdc 12 muén
biét rdo vung rung nui Quang Tri thudc huyén Thanh Héa ma
Cam Lo la huyén ly. Tu day ¢6 con duong thong thuong sang Lao
qua cia khiu Lao Bdo. Cé thé tu Cam Lo qua Lao réi theo dong
song Ciu Long (song Khung) ma tiép can v6i Nam Ky duoc
ching? Ngay ngay hom sau, vua Tu DPdc gbi cho Nguyén Van
Tudng mot s6 cAu hoi ma Nguyén Vian Tuong phai lam ro:

- Noi nao la Cam Lo, la Thanh Hoa?

- Tu Thanh Héa dén trdn Lao (Lao Bao) di bao nhiéu ngay?
Cdc duong séng ti song Khung tré xudng, ci theo bdin dé thi bi
cdt dut, hdu nhu khong théng sudt, vdy tuw thanh dén Cuu chdu
déu phdi di duong bo chdng?

- Doan nao c6 khe suéi hiém yéu?

- T doan nao dén doan nao cé dén Kinh &, nhiéu it? Noi
nao cé cho bia giao dich? Xiu nao thudc vé Man? Xu nao gitia
Man va Lao? Noi nao cia Lao ma gan Xiém, gan Cao Mién?
Thong véi Nam Ky uéc bao xa? Gan gidp Thua Thién, Qudng
Binh ciing déu la nui rung chdang? Nguoi Kinh hay nguoi Man cé
khad nang gi? Sinh tu noi nao? Ldp thanh lang xém tw bao gio?

- Thuong ngay nguoil tung dich thdn dén noi nao? Ngoai ra
c6 nghe thém gi chang? Dédn ta quen mua bdn voi din Man thi
c6 thé di téi song Khung chdng. Dat Cuu chdu hiém yéu hay
[thong thuong] dé dang, tét hay xdu, cé thé tu cu chdng? Tinh



tinh, trinh dé tai khéo ciua dén Lao thé nao? Nguyén khanh cu
nhdt nhdt phic bdm va chu thich minh bach dé dang léen. Kham
thi."®

Cau chuyén vé ban d6 Thanh Héa do Nguyén Vian Tudng géi
1én vua Ty DPdc cung nhiing 161 chau phé cho ta thdy nha vua rat
muén hiéu tudng t4n moi viéc dé c6 thé c6 nhing quyét dinh
thich hop.

Khi ti€p nhan nhiing thong tin, nha vua con cin ké phan
biét ba loai thong tin:

- Thong tin do chinh ngudi cung cidp da truc tiép khao sat.

- Thong tin do ngudi cung cdp qua viéc sai phai nguoi khéac
khao sat.

- Thong tin ¢6 duge mot cach gian tiép chd khong truc tiép
khao sat hoédc sai nguoi di khao sat.

Vua Tu Dic khong phai 14 nguoi cai tri bing cong vin, gidy
to. Nha vua muén nidm bit thuc t&€ va c6 kha ning phan doan
rat tinh t&, dua trén nhiing hiéu biét that cu thé.

2.2. Trong hoan canh khé khian cua dat nudc, viéc chon cac
quan dé giao phé cong viéc mot cach thich dang la rat quan
trong. Vua Tu Bic biét rdng su hiéu biét cidc quan qua cong viéc,
qua tiép xdc chinh thic 1a rat han ché. Nhu nha vua bay té sau
day:

"TrAm thudng than thé: biét ngudi, dung nguvi tham kho"
(Tram thuong théan: tri nhan dung nhan tham nan).

Vua Tu Putc da nghia ra mot cach gidp nha vua biét rd hon
cdc quan tU bién thian dén dai than. Vua dit niém tin vao bay
toi tam phuac 14 Nguyén Vin Tuong, yéu ciu Nguyén Vian Tudng
trung thuc nhan xét vé sé truong, sé doan cta cac quan la nhiing
dong liéu ma Tuong da cung lam viéc hay tiép xic. Nha vua sé
so sanh nhitng hiéu biét clia minh va y kién riéng ctia Nguyén
Van Tuong.

Trong chau ban triéu Tu Duc, ching ta c6 thé tiép can hai
ban phic cia Nguyén Vian Tudng véi nhitng chau phé cua nha
vua.



Chdu bdn 1 (Bic Ky tdu nghi)®

"Tu Pic nam thu 26, ngay thang 6. Ngay 21 thang nay,
than [Nguyén Vian Tuong] kinh dem tinh hinh quan thd lam
phién tau lén. Kinh vang chau phé:

"Né6i mot khodn Hoang Ké Viem, Nguyén Oai, Tén Thdt
Thuyét, Nguyén Dinh Thi, Tran Thién Chinh va bon tdn ly, dé
doc, lanh binh ai c6 thé duoc, hdy néi thdng, diung dn gidu, dé
la chi vi nudc ma théi. Hd nén xem xét ldu, cang thém kho.

Lai them Khiém, Dé, Chinh, nguoi va viéc thé nao, déu cu
thuc phic lén. Khdm thi"

"Than trom nghi rat khé biét ngusi. Than vén ngu dai so hé
sao du dé xét nguoi hién hay khong. Hudng céc bé toi 4y déu la
nguoi dugc on tri ngd, ai hon dugc, lai sém dugc soi xét, khong
phai 1a than ddam khinh suat ban bac. Duy kinh vang phé héi,
than d4dm khong trinh bay hét ngu kién sao?

"Chi cot chiing té 1a khong hé 4n gidu, nén kinh lam phién
trinh bay day da dé phuc lén. Kinh cho soi xét.

"Thong doc than Hoang K& Viém ban chat tram trong bao
dung (kinh duoc chdu diém), von c6 tai lam co doan dinh, lay
chuyén chang doi, dugc xem 1a mot tay ddm duong vay. Duy budi
dau mé6i dén quan thd, tinh thé chua quen, ma tu x qua nghiém,
khién cho ngudi khé gin, nghi luan su viéc vi thé ma chua day
dd. Tu khi doi on dugc ban day thi da &n nin vé viéc khong phai
truge day, hiém nhan tinh von hay chap vao thué ban dau dé
khdi quat cai cudi cing, nén ciing ¢6 mot hai ngudi chua tron yén
duoc.

"Thi su than Nguyén Oai, xuit than khoa gidp, dugc khen
ngoi da lau, tudng cing la mot nguoi dam duong gidi giang. Duy
tir khi t6i tinh B&c Ninh, viéc bién cuong da giam, chua thay thi
tho thuc trang. Nhung xem viéc 6ng ta ¢ tinh, chon quan suit,
tuyén vo sinh, mé dién trudng, ngay thuong luyén tap, thi ciing
la nguoi c6 long, viéc bién cuong thi khong phai la khong cé
cong.



"Tham tan than Toén That Thuyét, theo viéc quan lau ngay,
am tudng chinh chién, binh linh tuéng t4 déu so tdnh nghiém,
nén ciing goi la tay ning no.

"Than Nguyén DPinh Thi, gip viéc nhan rd chan tuéng,
chidng né gian hiém (chdu diém), ting & lau bién dia, tinh thé
kh4 quen, nhung dung binh khong nghiém trong bing Ton That
Thuyét.

"Tan 1y than Tran Thién Chinh, von c6 can ddm, dai ké duéi
c6 on, nguvi déu vui duge dung, 1am su lai cang than trong.

"Than V6 Huy Thuy manh bao, chiu khé, ma then mdy dung
binh thi thua Tran Thién Chinh.

"Dé doc Pinh Hoi, tAm thuat ngay thang, l1am tran thong
dong, biét tién biét thodi. Trong s6 vd quan ¢ quan thd dé la
nguoi thong hiéu nhit. Nhung nim nay stc da yéu, xong pha
chang kip, cho nén chién céong kém hon truéc day.

"Nguyén Vian Hung, diing cdm c6 thiua, chi hiém néng voi
khong dugc nhu Pinh Hoi vay.

"Lanh binh Ngoé Tat Ninh (Anh danh, Quidng Nam), Tran
Thién Téanh (Vo ct, Quang Nam), Nguyén Vian Mao (Anh danh,
Thita Thién), Ha Van Lai (V6 sinh, Thita Thién), Nguyén Chinh
(Vo6 ci, Quang Binh), Pham Ban (Anh danh, Gia Pinh), L& Van
Thuy (linh gidn, Thita Thién), Nguyén Thach P9 (linh gidn,
Quang Tri), Nguyén Hitu Phu (gido dudng, Thita Thién) ding
cam c6 thira nhung lanh lgi khong béng.

Céc vién téan ly, dé doc, 1anh binh khac than chua biét ra,
khong dam néi ruom.

"Ong Ich Khiém, khi ch&t hung han, hon mudi nim nay
tung trai tram tran, tuy trong khoang dé cé lic cdy cong, nhung
gap lic nguy nghéo da vang ménh, 1am co Ung bién, binh lich
déu chiu sai phai, ké dich cling s¢ hai. Cho nén cac bay toi 6
quan thid hién nay khong ai vuot qua. Néu gap duge vi thong
sodi c6 tai (kinh duoc chdu diém) hiéu biét, c6 uy vong hon han,
thi c6 thé lam cho 6ng ta kinh sg, méi c6 thé tir bé hét 16i 1am
ma td ré cong lao, d6 cing la vi luong tuéng ngay nay vay (kinh
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duoc chdu diém). Duy tai 10 ra ¢ khi, ham dudng chua siu, ma
ké dong su lai khong c6 ai hon minh, cho nén vi khinh nhon ma
sinh kiéu cang, vi cuong cudng ma thanh ra ngdé nguge, dén noi
tu méc vao 16i 1am, that rat dang tiéc.

"Truong Piang Pé diing cdm nhanh nhay, hién nay dep giéc
tuy chua bing Ong Ich Khiém nhung so ra cing la ngudi xuét
sic trong lda cung tudi. Nhu dugc tung trdi thém nhiéu, kién
thic viing thi ciing 14 mot tuéng tai vay. Va lai, (kinh duoc chédu
diém) ong ta ldac trude can rd, tiing xem khong c6 nguoi, tir khi
doi on cit dung, tinh tinh d6i khéc, tua da thuan, méi cho theo
viéc binh. Tru6c 6 Son Tay, Bac Ninh, xét viéc lam cda ong ta
cing khd quan, vé sau dén tinh DPéng, tinh Son thé& nao ma cé
long kiéu cing, hay 1a ¥ vao mot vai chién cong ma ra thé. Than
von chua gidi thich ro duge. Nay ciing da biét &n nin hoi cai vay.
Hai nguoi 4y sau khi 4n dinh xong, nhu d6i on dugc khoan thi,
cho luu lai theo viéc quan, thi than xin ¢ Ong Ich Khiém (chau
phé: so khéong sva, tu bo, chua tung cé nguoi khong thich pham
thuong ma lai uva lam loan vdy) sung lam quan vu hai phong Hai
An, Truong Ping P& sung lam quan thd Bic Th4i thi hai nguovi
dé 1ap cong chudc toi, nghi ciing c6 thé dam duong mot méit. Béi
vi hai nguoi d6 tung lam viéc ¢ hai quin thd d6, cung véi tinh
than hai tinh d6 hoa hgp, c6 thé cung gitp nhau hon...

“Kinh vang chau phé: Nhu nguoi tu thdm xét thé nao lai
khong lam noi, rdt phu tinh tri ngéd iy thdc...

Huéng chi trém mang cdi 161 khéng gi lén bdng, khong thé
chuoc duge. Nguoi va Lé Tudn da ldy lam théng thiét, dt c6 gdng
dam duong. Phuong chi vua khong thé mét minh ma lam duoc,
phdi nho cé bay téi ma théi.

Tinh phéan gidi duong nhién rdt thiét tha, khong ké hét.
Kham thu.”

“Than (phung chdu diém) Nguyén Vian Tuong kinh thdo.”

Chéu bdn 2 (Nam Ky tau nghi)

“Tu Plc ndm thd 26, ngay mong 1 thang 6 (nhuan), than
Nguyén Vin Tudng kinh phic:
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“Ngay hom qua dugc tiép thdi gidm vang giao hop ngu, dung
mot thé bai nga, kinh vang chiu phé:

“Nguyén Van Tuong trung thanh tho trém da lau, ma trém
nhiéu bénh, sic yéu, trdi qua ldu ngay khé viéc néi doi, thuc la
t6i lon phu nhiéu. Nay nguoi sdp di Tay, biét ldy gi té cho nguoi
vui long.

Xem xong phong nap trd lai. Riéng phic tdu tu nguol dang
lén. Kham thu”

“Than kinh mé xem, thuc thiét tha trong long.

Trom nghi: vua t6i chang khac gi cha con, dau dén ngia
ngdy déu lién quan.

“Kinh tu khi Hoang thuong lén ngoi dén nay, gip lic nhiéu
bién co, lo 14ng tich thanh bénh, huyét khi chua binh, duong hau
tu cham Gng. Piéu d6, ca thién ha than dan cung u udn; hudéng
than tu lau doi on tri ngd, tinh nghia cang sau, ha dam khong
nhd tuéng.

“Gian than khong biét nghé y, nén du cé long 4y ma rot
cudc ciing khong bao dap dugc ty gi. Tung nghe cac nuéc phuong
Tay phan nhiéu c6 danh y, nay than vang di T4y, khi dén dat 4y,
hodc c6 duge pham gi xin phung bién mua, (Chau phé: Chinh thé,
doi vdi dat Tay, trdm khong biét cé6 phuong phdp gi, cho nén cdy
nguoi va yén ménh ma thoéi. Nguoi nén ghi nhé. May ma an ui
duoc tinh ta. Kham thi) khi vé xin cung kinh dang.

“Than nhiéu lan tru liéu, ¥y ngu chi d&én thé. Nhu c6 phuong
phap nio nén lam (Chau phé: do nguoi lieu. Kham thi), than
mong dugc phé day, than xin hét long tuan liéu, mudén van
chdng ddm modt may may néi suéng, xin trinh rd y tinh, day du
phién phic, kinh doi Hoang thuong soi xét.

“Lai vang chau phé:

Vé bien than nguoi da néi, dén nhu triéu than tw dai vién
tré xuéng nguoi nén theo diéu nghe thdy, néi cho thdu ddo. Bdi
vi trong tinh ban dong liéu, & thuong ngay dé biét, khéng phdi
nhu ddng vé lé nghi bén ngoai khé biét. Moi nguoi cé sé truong
sé dodn, nguoi ci thuc chi ra, ché hé dn gidu. Lai nhu Nguyén
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Tri Phuong, V6 Trong Binh lam thé nao ma déu khong cong
hiéu? Poan Tho tu hia cing khéng phdi nhé, cé sao chdng cé
khd nang?

Trém thuong than thé: biét nguoi, dung nguoi tham khé. Va,
hién nay, viéc nuéi con nudbi hién chdng? Bén ngoai nhén tinh
thé nao?

Moéi diéu nguoi nén bdo thuc dé lam. Ngay xua Ngoc Khué
cung Thai Téng binh phdm vé chu than, méi diéu gi trong dé
ciing cho nguoi ta biét dé khéi ban ludn nghi ngai vdy. Kham
thu.

“Tu Pdc nam thd 26 (1873), ngay mong 7 thang 6 (nhuan),
than Nguyén Vin Tuong kinh phc:

“Via qua than phung mat phién dang trinh, sau d6 dugc
chau phé cac 1é. Kham thu.

“Than trom nghi: trong thién ha nhan tai rat nhiéu. Nhung
hodc tuy moi truong ma doi tiét, tuy chd dung ma thiy sé truong,
thuc kh6 phdm binh. Théi thudng, khen ché phan nhiéu do yéu
ghét. Viéc nghe thay ciing khong phai 14 bing ching xdc dang.
Duy kinh phé héi than ddam chang gidi bay ré ngu ¥ clia minh.

“V& nhu bé téi Tran Tién Thanh, biét xa nghi sau, duong
duge dai cudc, trong hau kién nhén, lay chuyén ching rung.
Nguoi déu khen 1a c6 khi lugng. Duy than, truéec & bo, va nay trd
vé lai, xét k¥ thi tua c6 nghi ngai, e sg hoic 1a do r&n minh vé
viéc thinh méan nén c6 thu nén, chdng ddm nd luc ddm duong.

“D6 1a do su thé ma ban luan, chi c¢6 thu han gi.

“Bé toi Lé Ba Than siéng nang xét kin, viéc bo lam tot,
nhung 1am co tng bién s¢ hoidc hoi cham.

“Bé toi Nguyén Tu Gidn hoc vdn sau rong, nghi luan thong
suot, ma tai niang liéu viéc, than chua dugc thay.

“Bé t6i Pham Phua Thi, hoc thic da gidi, ting trai da lau, xa
tri cac viéc ric roi, chuyén xoay hiéu nghiém, truée du vao viéc
tuyén cl, c6 it nguoi néi la noi duge viée chuyén git tinh toan,
cong ludn kha yén.
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“Bé t6i Phan Pinh Binh, van hoc chinh su déu khd quan, ma
xét 6 ven toan cang thém thich hgp. Duy thé chat yéu, viéc
phién nhoc chua 4t chu toan.

“Bé t6i Vo Khoa hoc thic khong cé gi hon ngudi, nhung
manh ganh vac, tai bién ludn cing kha tha.

“Bé toi Vo Van Chat, viéc quan lai cling am tuong, cang nim
ro viéc cong chinh.

“Ngoai cdc nguoi trén, thi hodc chua tung 12 dong su hodc
chang quen thudc, nhan phdm thé nao, déu chang nghe dai lugc.

“Riéng bé td6i Nguyén Tri Phuong, trung diing cé thira, ma co
muu phuong luge ho#c thiéu. Bé téi Vii Trong Binh rat xing tri
dan, chang tai liéu bién vé6i gidc. Bé td6i Poan Tho trung hau
siéng ning, can than ma khong di quyét doan. Cho nén déu la
tuéng lugc ma sé truong déu khong, vi thé khé ma thanh tuu.

“Lai phung phé héi su viéc con nudi.

“Va than trudc ¢ bo chua hé tiép xdc. Nam, sdu nadm nay lai
sung vao viéc binh, thuc c¢6 diéu chua ré. Duy kinh mong Hoang
thugng lua chon c4n than, day dé thém cho. Bén ngoai nhan
tinh nghi ciing da dinh, triéu nghi ciing chdng khéc 16i. Than
von khong nghe thay gi khéc, khong hé 4n giau.

Riéng than hoc van tam thudng, moén phong han bac, dugdc
tho Hoang thuong dén nay trai hai muoi ndm hon, phan vi tuy
nhé nhung dugc tri ngd nhu than ciing hiém. Than mbi khi tu
nghi déu thay vo tai, ma s ménh lai héng, s¢ khé ma bdo dap
xing véi trong trach. Cho nén tir lic gitp viée binh tao, cho dén
lam du kinh do&n, nhiéu phen muén tran tinh xin gitt vung dé
may ma khéi phu on ban. Roéi 1an lugt dugc Hoang thugng thiic
tinh c4t nhic cho. S4m sét hay mua méc déu ngu ¥ sinh thanh.
Than nhu thé& chi biét cdi dau té bay su ngu mudi, mong cang
thdu cho su cam kich, nd luc. Tuy phong tran da trai nhung con
dugc than nay, danh va thuc déu nho Hoang thugng giy dung
vay.

Nay di Tay da vang theo gidn Uy, lai vang hdi dén nhiéu
diéu trong su, than la thé nao ma dudgc quyén cd tin tuéng, du
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lam du chd ching 14 phan sin, thi bdo d4ap thé nao cho xiing
dang.
“Than da dam quyét tAm vay, xin mao mudi tau bay.”
TVN
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TOM TAT

Qua bai du Tu biém dugc ban hanh nam 1876, vua Ty DUc bay té v6i quéc dan vé toi
16i va ndi vo vong clia minh trong viéc dé mat sau tinh Nam Ky vao tay thuc dan Phap va vé
tuong lai clia dat nuéc trudc hoa ngoai xam, dong thdi nha vua ciing ty dé nghi cach triing
phat minh that nghiém khac. Hiém c6 mét vi quan vucong dang tai vi lai ty k&t t6i minh mot
cach thanh kh&n nhu thé&. Ciing kho tim mét d&dng quan vudng thd hai dam bay té ndi vo
vong cla minh mot cach can dam va thiét tha dén thé.

Poc lai bai du Ty biém cing mét s6 16i chau phé (trich t Chau ban triéu Nguyén) cla
vua Ty Buc sé gitp ching ta hiéu rd hon vé nhan cach cla mot nhan vat phai ganh chiu
tradch nhiém vé viéc dé mat nudc vao tay thuc dan Phéap.

ABSTRACT
UNDERSTANDING KING TU DUC THROUGH HIS SELF-CRITICIZING STATEMENT AND
PERSONAL COMMENTS ON OFFICIAL PAPERS

In his self-criticizing statement issued in 1876, King Ty Buc confesses to his fault and
despondence regarding the loss of the six provinces of the South to the French colonialists,
as well as the lamentable future of the nation in the face of foreign invasions. He also
suggests self-imposed severe punishment for himself. One would hardly find another
emperor still in power to confess to his own shortcomings so frankly. One would hardly find
another king to express his despondence so boldly and emotionally either.

Rereading the king’s article Tu biém [Self-criticizing Statement] and some of his
personal comments on the court’s official papers (issued in “Chau ban triéu Nguyén”
[Record of Royal Documents of the Nguyén Dynasty], we will have a chance to understand
better the national personage who had to shoulder the responsibility for the loss of the nation
to the French colonialists.



